
  

 

 

The Oasis  
www.greatoutdoors.org/ps  

Greetings Great Outdoors members, 

Your September newsletter is out early as several Core Group members will be 

leaving for Burning Man. We wanted you to receive all the information in this 

newsletter including some special events. 

Please join us for Election Night 2014 on Wednesday, September 17th at 

7:45PM. Our fiscal year is coming to an end, which gives all of us the opportunity to nominate members who 

you believe would be happy to serve our chapter or as an affiliate associated with the Core Group. You can 

also nominate yourself. (Click here for election details). 

We will provide pizza and drinks. The election will be held at The Center during our regularly scheduled Gen-

eral Membership monthly meeting on the third Wednesday of the month (Sept. 17) from 7:45-9:00 PM. 

There will also be an ñEnd of Summerò Pool Party sponsored by our chapter. Join us for some fun in the sun 

on Sunday, September 28th from 12:00 Noon to 5:00PM. We will be grilling burgers and sausages. Rob Moon 

and Bob Hammack will host at their beautiful Las Palmas home. Look for Punchbowl Invitations! 

Plan your camping trip and register now for the 36th Annual Great Outdoors Conference at Carpenteria 

State Beach (October 17-19, 2014). The SBVC Chapter will be hosting with the theme ñHarvest Moon Festi-

val at the Shore.ò The annual conference is popular and is sure to be a fun-filled weekend with numerous 

hikes, pumpkin carving and a dessert contest. Donôt miss out on this great opportunity to sit by the campfire 

and chat with great friends. For the full schedule of events, check out our chapterôs calendar or the all-chapter 

calendar for trip notes and registration (click for registration and trip notes). 

If you have suggestions for future hikes, camp outs or other special events and activities, plan on attending our 

upcoming trip planning meeting (Time and place TBA). This will give you the opportunity to suggest new 

ideas for trips or hikes that we can place on our 2014-2015 calendar. You may also email your ideas to me. 

Hike Iné 

Camp Outé 

Play Oné 

Gary G McGrath 

President, GOPS 

President-PS@GreatOutdoors.org 
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September Outings, Joint Mixers and Parties 

 
Friday-Sunday, September 5-7: SBVC, Limekiln State Park (near Big Sur). Led by 

Brian Miller.  

Wednesday, September 10, 5-7pm: GOPS, Joint Mixer with Front Runners.  AJôs Green 

& Splash Bar in Cathedral City. Details: click here. 

Sunday, September 14: GOPS,  San Jacinto SP, Round Valley Trail Loop & Desert View 

Trail. Led by David Stewart. Click here for details.  

Wednesday, September 17: GOPS, Core Group Meeting 6:30pmð7:30pm. Social from 

7:30-7:45. General Membership and Annual Election will be held from 7:45pm-9:00pm 

(Next page for details on the nomination process). Refreshments and pizza will be served!  

Friday-Sunday, Sept 19-21: GOPS Black Rock, Joshua Tree. Trip Notes. Led by Scott C.  

Friday, September 26: GOPS, This monthôs Game Night will be BINGO . Lots of fun and 

prizes. Hosts: Ed & Pete. Click here for details.  

Sunday Sept. 28, 12-5pm: ñEnd of Summerò pool party, host Robert Moon & Robert 

Hammock.  Freshly grilled burgers and sausages will be served.  

 

[If some links are not working read the notice at bottom of this page]  

 

Looking Ahead 

Friday-Sunday, Oct. 17-19: Great Outdoors 36th Annual Conference at beautiful Carpen-

teria State Beach. Hosted by SBVC. Click here for Registration & Trip Notes.  

Friday, October 24: Annual Halloween Costume contest & Game Night. Hosted by 

George and Tony.  

Saturday-Sunday, Nov. 8-9: Palm Springs Pride  

Sunday, December 7th: Annual Holiday Party. Lulu California Bistro  

 

 

Notice: For details of this monthôs club activities, youôll need to click on our online calendar page. If you have a 

free gmail or Google plus account ï and you are signed in ï the event description will display a ñmore detailsò link 

at the bottom which will enable direct URLs or hyperlinks for you to any listed Trip Notes, email addresses and 

photo links. Many of our events meet at Hunterôs in Palm Springs.  Click Here for directions to Hunters.  

https://www.google.com/calendar/render?eid=NzJvajNkNmQwcDdxZDQwdnZoazdnc2Vvb3MgZ3JlYXRvdXRkb29yc3BhbG1zcHJpbmdzQG0&ctz=America/Los_Angeles&sf=true&output=xml
http://www.greatoutdoors.org/ps/2014events/2014-09-19-BlackRock.pdf
https://www.google.com/calendar/render?eid=ZXF0ZGwwNzhuajRtNjUyb280MDFscjVoNHMgZ3JlYXRvdXRkb29yc3BhbG1zcHJpbmdzQG0&ctz=America/Los_Angeles&sf=true&output=xml
http://www.greatoutdoors.org/sbvc/TripNotes/GOConference2014.pdf
http://www.greatoutdoors.org/ps/calendar.shtml
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&q=Hunter%20Nightclubs%2C%20302%20East%20Arenas%20Rd%2C%20Palm%20Springs%2C%20CA
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&q=Hunter%20Nightclubs%2C%20302%20East%20Arenas%20Rd%2C%20Palm%20Springs%2C%20CA


  

 

 
 

September is  

GOPS Elections!  
Great Outdoors Palm Springs Chapter  

Pizza and Refreshments  

Nomination Process  

- Election of Chapter Officers will occur at the September 17, 2014 GENERAL 

MEMBERSHIP meeting at 7:45 PM with a 15 minute social before nominations be-

gin. The meeting will take place at The Center, 611 S. Palm Canyon Dr. Ste 201, Palm 

Springs 92264. 

- Chapter Officers to be elected are:  

1. President  

2. Vice -President of Outings (VPO)  

3. Treasurer  

Note: all other Core Group positions are appointed positions.  

- Nominations may be submitted by members as follows:  

- via email to: President -PS@greatoutdoors.org .  

- via regular mail to: Great Outdoors Palm Springs, P.O. Box 361, Palm Springs, CA 

92263.  

- In person at the 9/17/2014 General Membership Meeting.  

- Nominations will be closed by the President at the 9/17/2014 general member-

ship meeting and elections will follow immediately thereafter.  
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Our Club Needs Three Coordinators for 1. Publicity/Outreach,  

2. VP of Outings and 3. Game Night Coordinator (open in December).  

Great Outdoors relies on members to staff various volunteer positions on our 

ñboardò which is known as the Core Group within Great Outdoors circles.  The 

elected and appointed people on the Core Group manage the day-to-day activi-

ties of our Club.   

If you have any questions, please donõt hesitate to contact the Gary at President-

ps@greatoutdoors.org .  For a list of duties for these positions: Click Here . 

Next Game Night activity will be BINGO (p. 2 for details). 

Thank you members who have hosted and to those who 

committed for the rest of this year. Sadly, George has an-

nounced that he will be stepping down as Game Night and T

-Shirt Sales Coordinator. Gary, Thad Kellam and Ed Emond 

are helping with the T-Shirt sale. Thanks Gary, Thad & Ed.   
Please email either George or Gary, our President, if inter-

ested in volunteering for Georgeôs Game Night coordinator 

position.  

Georgeôs email: gamenightcoordinator-

ps@greatoutdoors.org   

Notice to Current Members  
Be sure to pay your membership renewal dues after you 

get an email renewal notice from the Club to avoid being 

dropped from membership.   

Our current Membership Level is 242, our highest mem-

bership level.  One year ago our membership was 212.   

We thank you for your support and interest in The Great 

Outdoors - Palm Springs. 

mailto:President-ps@greatoutdoors.org
mailto:President-ps@greatoutdoors.org
http://www.greatoutdoors.org/ps/admin_duties.shtml
mailto:gamenightcoordinator-ps@greatoutdoors.org
mailto:gamenightcoordinator-ps@greatoutdoors.org


  

 

Great Outdoors Palm Springs Dues Increase 
Starting October 1st, annual membership dues will increase from $20 to $25. Our club is growing. 

Providing refreshments and food at pool parties and subsidizing a greater share of the annual holi-

day party with our  membership numbers going up increases costs. The core group is doing every-

thing possible to provide you with quality and cost effective outdoor adventures and social events. 

Thank you for your cooperation. For a detailed GOPS budget on what your dues fund:  click here.  

 

San Jacinto State Park -- Round Valley Trail 

Loop & Desert View Trail  

Date: Sunday, Sept. 14th 

Start time: 9:30 am 

Duration: 4-5 hours depending on the # of breaks 

Difficulty: Moderate -- Be mindful of the ALTI-

TUDE as will be hiking around the area of 8300-

9000 ft. 

Total Distance: about 5.5 miles -- Round Valley 

Loop about 4.5 miles & just over a mile for the 

Desert View Trail loop 

Pace: Slow 

 

Meeting place / Carpooling: EVERYONE MUST meet at Hunter's no later than 8:45am 

Hike Leader: David Stewart 

Round Valley Trail Loop: 4.0 miles, after a brief stop at the Long Valley Ranger Station to get 

a wilderness permit, we proceed a short distance which leads to a trail that goes around pictur-

esque Round Valley. Fairly level trails, but some short, moderate climbs. There will be appro-

priate breaks--and a mid-way rest, if necessary. 

Desert View Trail Loop: Over a mile, mostly even level trail.  Part of the loop connects to the 

Notches. Notch #3 (stunning vista!) is where we will have a leisurely lunch/snack. Optional: 

There are a total of 5 Notches, all fairly close to each other. We can check out the other 

Notches before or after lunch/snack. All Notches have short, gradual climbs.   

Please bring lunch/snacks, plenty of water and adequate hiking footwear. There will be appro-

priate breaks.  Temperature could be around 70-80 degrees.  Inclement weather will cancel this 

trip. No pets allowed.  

 

Tram tickets: Adult - $23.95, Senior (62+) - $21.95, Summer Pass (May 1 - Aug 31) - $70.00, 

Annual Pass - $150.00.  

 

Please call David 760-320-2774 or email him at dhs321@gmail.com for questions.  

http://www.greatoutdoors.org/ps/financials/GOPSFY-2014-2015-Budget.pdf
mailto:dhs321@gmail.com


 

 

Black Rock Camp-

ground ñJoshua Tree 

Park  

September 19 -21, 2014 Fri-Sunday. 

Led by Scott Connelly  

Join us for a near the end of sum-

mer retreat located in the northwest 

corner of the park at an elevation of 

4,000 feet. The road to Black Rock 

Canyon dead-ends at the camp-

ground. Campsites are located on a hillside at the mouth of the canyon surrounded by 

Joshua trees, junipers, cholla cacti, and a variety of desert shrubs. Each campsite has 

a picnic table and fire ring with rest rooms, flush toilets and water nearby. If you forget 

to bring your firewood, shopping facilities are only five miles away in the town of 

Yucca Valley. Campsites vary in size and can accommodate both tents and RVs (no 

hookups). The hills behind the campground offer a variety of hiking trails. Spend free 

time enjoying the local desert scenery around camp or venture out on a hike or scenic 

drive. Questions? Email Scott: Scott@GreatOutdoorspalmsprings.com  Trip Notes: Click here.  

The book is available at  

local public libraries  and 

Amazon.com. Paperback -

$10-GO Members directly 

from us. Read 79 positive re-

views .  

Take a look at our blog:  

www.latebloomerwealth.com  

Best of fortunes!  

Steve & Dan 

mailto:membership-ps@GreatOutdoors.org.
http://www.greatoutdoors.org/ps/2014events/2014-09-19-BlackRock.pdf
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=late+bloomer+millionaires&rh=n%3A283155%2Ck%3Alate+bloomer+millionaires&ajr=0
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=late+bloomer+millionaires&rh=n%3A283155%2Ck%3Alate+bloomer+millionaires&ajr=0
http://latebloomerwealth.com/


  

 

 

 

Members Only! If you want to place an Ad, 

email newsletter editor: newsletter-

ps@greatoutdoors.org. Itôs free, until further notice.  


