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IT’S PARTY TIME 

Mark your calendar for a Summer Pool Party on Saturday JUNE 14 th  from 4pm to 

8pm. Great Outdoors will be providing the food and drinks with meat and vegetar-

ian options available. The party will be limited to the first 80 people who sign up. 

Members and their guests are welcome. Look for your Punchbowl Invitation  soon!  
 
TENT LOAN PROGRAM 

Great Outdoors is pleased to announce our Tent Loan Program. If you or a potential 

new member are in need of a tent, we have several available to loan.  

If you are just getting started with camping and would like to attend a camp out with us but do not have 

a tent, please check the box on the registration form and indicate if you would like to borrow a tent. We 

have plenty of volunteers who will help you set it up at camp. If you have an extra tent or one you are 

no longer using, please let us know and we will add it to our supply.  
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Your Great Outdoors Core Group of volunteers are looking for members who would like to help us by vol-

unteering a little of your time.  

-We are currently in need of volunteers to help with the pool party for set up and clean up.  

-We are in need of a Publicity/Outreach Coordinator to serve on the board.  

-There are positions available on the Holiday Party Committee.  

-We are looking for one of you who would like to help with T -Shirt sales.  
 
ATTENTION MEMBERS 

Would you be interested in sharing a slide show or perhaps a presentation on points of interest from a 

trip you have experienced? There are time slots available after our core group meeting on the Third 

Wednesday of each month.  

Meetings are held at The Center. Core Group meets from 6:30 -7:30pm. There is a brief social period at 

7:30. Your presentation time will be at 8:00pm. Please contact me or one of your board members so we 

can place you on the calendar.  
 
UPCOMING CAMPOUTS 

Byron and Rich will be your hosts at San Onofre State Beach from May 30 th  through June 2 nd .  

Ed and Pete will host the trip to Hurkey Creek from July 25 th  through July 27 th  (Trips notes in process).  

Check out the calendar or page two for direct link to San Onofre trip notes/registration . 
 

Great Outdoors Palm Springs is the largest chapter and growing strong.  

We currently have 245 Members. Your Core Group volunteers work together behind the scenes to ensure 

that you have the best experience on the many trips and activities planned throughout the year. I am 

very pleased to be part of this group of dedicated volunteers! I hope you can join us in the planning of 

these activities.  

Please be sure to renew your membership  so you donôt miss out on future parties, hikes and adventures. 

We look forward to seeing you all soon!  

 

Gary McGrath, President, GOPS  

President-PS@GreatOutdoors.org  
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May Outings Including LA, OCLB and SBVC  

Saturday-Sunday, May 3-4: Wrightwood, San Gabriel Mts. Zipline down the mountain! GOLA, 

led by Matthew Dubois. Pictures of Ziplining.  

Friday, May 9:  GOPS, San Jacinto State ParkðRound Valley Trail, Loop & Desert View Trail. 

Led by David Stewart.  Details, click here.  

Friday-Sunday, May 9-11: San Bernardino Peak Beginners Backpack. OCLB, Daryl Arthur. 

Thursday, May 15: Warren Peak, Joshua Tree NP (Via Panorama Loop Trail). GOPS, led by 

Scott Connelly. Details, Click here. 

Friday, May 16: GOPS, Game Night. Host Cliff Brown. Look for directions by email.  

Saturday, May 17: GOPS, San Jacinto State ParkðWellman Divide/Round Valley Loop. Led 

by David Stewart. Details, click here. 

Sunday, May 18: Long Beach Pride Parade, all chapters invited! Daryl Arthur. Click details. 

Wednesday, May 21: GOPS, Core Group Meeting 6:30pmð7:30pm. General Membership, 

8:00pm-9:00pm. NOTE: No Guest Speaker this month. (An error in previous version).   

Friday-Monday, May 23-May 26: LA/SBVCðSanta Cruz Island. Led by Russell & Brian. 

Sunday-Tuesday, May 25-27: Beginning Backpack, Cottonwood Lakes. OCLB, led by Freder-

ick Brown/Daryl Arthur. 

Thursday, May 29: Deep Creek Hot Springs hike/soak. GOPS, led by Ed Emond. 

Friday-Sunday, May 30-June 1: GOLA, Zip Lining & Camping at Table Mountain, near 

Wrightwood. Led by Mathew Dubois.  

Friday-Sunday, May 30-June 1: San Onofre SB-San Mateo Campground. GOPS, led by Byron/

Ritch). Click here for Itinerary and Click here for registration.  

[If some links are not working read Notice at bottom of this page]  

Looking AheadðPlan Now 

Saturday, June 7: Silver Lariat Train ride is sold out. HOWEVER! , there have been three can-

cellations. Add you name to the waiting list. You might be able to go. George: 760-537-0154. 

Saturday, June 14, 4-8 PM: Summer Pool Party. Yes, this party is on a Saturday evening! Free 

dinner for GOPS members. Punchbowl invitation will be coming to your email box.  

Friday-Sunday, July 25-27, 2014: Hurkey Creek! Our GOPS summer heat get away. Led by 

Pete Worline and Ed Emond. Trip notes are in process.  

Monday-Monday, August 25 to Sept. 1st: Burning Man. Sold Out. FYI: A few additional 

tickets may be obtained ï click here ï for information.  

Notice: For details of this monthôs club activities, youôll need to click on our online calendar 

page. If you have a free gmail or Google plus account ï and you are signed in ï the event de-

scription will display a ñmore detailsò link at the bottom which will enable direct URLs or hy-

perlinks for you to any listed Trip Notes, email addresses and photo links. Many of our events 

meet at Hunterôs in Palm Springs.  Click Here for directions to Hunters.  

https://www.google.com/search?q=ziplining&sa=X&hl=en&gl=us&authuser=0&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&ei=UbpfU6eoMISzyASVm4GACQ&ved=0CC0QsAQ&biw=1152&bih=495
http://greatoutdoors-oclb.org/newsletters/2014-03/assets/LongBeachPrideParade2014.pdf
http://www.greatoutdoors.org/ps/2014events/2014-05-30-SanMateo.pdf
http://tickets.burningman.com
http://www.greatoutdoors.org/ps/calendar.shtml
http://www.greatoutdoors.org/ps/calendar.shtml
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&q=Hunter%20Nightclubs%2C%20302%20East%20Arenas%20Rd%2C%20Palm%20Springs%2C%20CA
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&q=Hunter%20Nightclubs%2C%20302%20East%20Arenas%20Rd%2C%20Palm%20Springs%2C%20CA


  

 

 

 

 

Our Club Needs a Publicity, Outreach & Game Night Co-

ordinators 

Great Outdoors relies on members to staff various volunteer positions 

(that means no salary) on our òboardó which is known as the Core Group 

within Great Outdoors circles.  The elected and appointed people on the 

Core Group manage the day-to-day activities of our Club.   

If you have any questions, please donõt hesitate to contact the President at 

President-ps@greatoutdoors.org.   

Game night is one of GOPSô most popular activity. 

George needs a host for September only. Thank you 

members for hosting this year. Sadly, George has 

announced that he will be stepping down. He will 

assist the new Game Night and T-Shirt sale coordi-

nator. George, you will be missed! Georgeôs email: 

gamenightcoordinator-ps@greatoutdoors.org  

Please email either George or Gary, our President,  

if interested in volunteering for Georgeôs position.  

245 GOPS Members 
Please Welcome 8 New Members: 

Stephen Cocker, Ricardo Ramirez-Torres, John Schmidt, 

Brenda Adams and Rivers Vineyard. 

New Members Keep Coming!  

Notice to Current Members: be sure to pay your re-

newal fee after you get an email from the Club to avoid being 

dropped from membership.   

mailto:gamenightcoordinator-ps@greatoutdoors.org


 

 

WARREN PEAK Joshua Tree National Park (VIA PANORAMA 

LOOP TRAIL) 

 We follow the Black Rock Canyon Trail, which passes through a classic scene of junipers, yuccas, 

silver cholla and a thick stand of large Joshua trees. From the Warren Peak summit of 5,102', we will en-

joy great views of San Jacinto, San Gorgonio and the Little San Bernardino Mountains. 

 Six Miles Elevation Gain, 1,200 ft., rated moderate difficult (last .5 mile is the steep section).  

Duration of Hike, 3- 4 hours. Date: Thursday, May 15, 2014.  

 Meet at 8:30 AM at Hunters on Arenas. Bring water (2-3 liters recommended) snacks, lunch and 

adequate hiking boots. Scott@GreatOutdoorsPalmSprings.com 

 

San Jacinto State Park -- Round Valley 

Trail Loop & Desert View Trail  

Date: Friday, May 9th 

Start time: 10 am 

Duration: 3-4 hours 

Difficulty: Moderate -- Be mindful of the ALTI-

TUDE as will be hiking at 8300-8600 ft. 

Total Distance: about 5 miles -- Round Valley Loop 

about 4 miles & just over a mile for the Desert 

View Trail loop 

Meeting place / Carpooling: EVERYONE MUST 

meet at Hunter's no later than 9:00am. 

Please call David 760-320-2774 or email David at 

dhs321@gmail.com for inquiries.  

San Jacinto State Park --  

Wellman Divide / Round Valley Loop 

Date: Saturday, May 17th 

Start time: 10:00am 

Duration:  Around 4-5 hours, 5 miles round trip. 

Difficulty: Moderately Strenuous (NOT for be-

ginners) -- Total Elevation: About 1400ft. 

Pace: Slow/Moderate 

Location: Palm Springs Tram Mountain Station/

Long Valley 

Meeting place/Carpooling: EVERYONE meet at 

Hunter's no later than 9:00am 

Click here to see some photos of this 
hike.  
 

Two San Jacinto Hikes Led by David Stewart 

Palm Springs Tram  

Ticket Information  

Summer season rate starts May 1. 

Adult - $23.95  

Senior (62+) - $21.95  

Summer Pass (May 1 - Aug 31) - 70.00  

Annual Pass - $150.00.  

mailto:Scott@GreatOutdoorsPalmSprings.com
mailto:dhs321@gmail.com
http://www.everytrail.com/view_trip.php?trip_id=1656211


  

 

 

 Led by Byron: blpostma@gmail.com or 760-459-0142 and Ritch: Ritch.Barron@gmail.com  

 San Onofre State Beach is a rare 3,000-acre scenic coastal-canyon park with high environmental 

values and recreation use. The park includes three distinct areas: San Onofre Bluffs, San Onofre Surf 

Beach and San Mateo Campground. San Mateo Campground lies a short distance inland from the 3.5-

miles of sandy beaches within San Onofre State Beach. A 1.5-mile Nature Trail connects the camp-

ground to Trestles Beach, a world class surfing site. San Mateo Creek flows just east of the campground 

outward towards the ocean creating key riparian and wetland habitats which host some rare and even 

endangered species.  

DIRECTIONS: San Onofre - San Mateo Campground is located on the outer edge of San Clemente 1 

mile inland from I-5 (Exit Cristianitos). Link to Map - San Mateo CG  and click here for registration.  

Itinerary  

Friday, May 30  

2:00 pm Check-in.  

3:00 pm Walk to the beach  

5:30 pm Meet and Greet  

7:00 pm Group campfire  

Saturday, May 31  

9:45 am Hike/Cycle or trip to San Clemente  

4:30 pm Afternoon Tea  

6:30 pm Potluck  

7:00 pm Campfire  

Sunday, June 1  

8:00 am Continental Breakfast and coffee (provided)  

12:00 noon Check out  

Itôs Been a Long Time Since We 

ñDesert Ratsò Camped at the Beach. 

Here is our chance GOPS Members! 

California Great Outdoors Palm Springs  

San Mateo Car Camp  

San Onofre State Beach  

May 30 ï June 1, 2014  

https://www.google.com/maps/place/33%C2%B024'29.5%22N+117%C2%B035'05.4%22W/@33.4038473,-117.5853057,1609m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x0?hl=en
http://www.greatoutdoors.org/ps/2014events/2014-05-30-SanMateo.pdf


 

 

 

Trip Report: Boyd Deep Canyon Desert Research Center  
By Scott Connelly  

 
 We had a rare opportunity to visit a very special place in our local desert. The area is closed to the public with 
limited escorted visits permitted. Dr. Allan Muth, Research Director, met 17 Great Outdoor members and escorted us to 
the headquarters. We were briefed on the status of some of the research being conducted. Scientists have recently dis-
covered an organism in the soil that has never been detected or identified. Our hike up Deep Canyon was led by re-
search assistant Mark Fisher, who took us up to an area with surface water and ponds with tree frogs. We saw a big 
horn sheep with her lamb along the hillside.   
 
 Deep Canyon is the only protected site in the Colorado Desert, dedicated to research and teaching. There is no 
public access or recreational use of Deep Canyon. Scientists may undertake long-term projects with confidence that 
their sites will not be disturbed by conflicting uses. Additional protection is conferred by encompassing state and federal 
administrative overlays that limit activities on adjacent lands.  

Lots of additional photos here and here:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Attention All Hike Leaders 
Please submit your hike/overnight outing by the 25th 

Every attempt is made to publicize your hike fairly.  
Please submit your plan to John Niedzwiedz, VP of Outings at vpo-ps@greatoutdoors.org by 

the 25th of each month. This deadline assures that your outing will be published in the follow-

ing monthôs newsletter. Due to space limitations, sometimes we have to rely primarily on a 

link to the Calendar for descriptions of your outing.  

 

The club members greatly appreciate all hike leaders. Each member of the Core Group thanks 

you for your hard work that goes into your planning and making our hiking club a fun and ad-

venturous organization.    

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/9349895@N03/sets/72157643727893523
https://www.flickr.com/photos/pshiker/sets/72157643775396914/
mailto:vpo-ps@greatoutdoors.org


  

 

 

 

Members Only! If you want to place an Ad, 

email newsletter editor: newsletter-

ps@greatoutdoors.org. Itôs free, until further notice.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Club's Phone: 760.282-GOPS 
 

Palm Springs  

Core Group 

http://www.GreatOutdoors.org/PS 

    http://www.GreatOutdoorsPalmSprings.com 

 

President 

Gary McGrath  

president-ps@greatoutdoors.org 

  

V.P. Outings  

John Niedzwiedz 

 vpo-ps@greatoutdoors.org  

 

Treasurer 

Bob Jaworski 

treasurer-ps@greatoutdoors.org 

 

Game Night Coordinator  

George Frank 

gamenightcoordinator-ps@greatoutdoors.org 

 

Secretary  

Cliff Brown  

 secretary-ps@greatoutdoors.org  

 

Board Representative 

Cliff  Clue 

boardrep-ps@greatoutdoors.org 

760.365.3677 

 

Publicity/Outreach  

OPEN 

outreach-ps@greatoutdoors.org 

 

Membership Chair 

Ed Emond 

membership-ps@greatoutdoors.org 
 

Member At Large 

Scott Connelly 

memberatlarge-ps@GreatOutdoors.org 

 

Newsletter Publisher/Editor 

Steve Schullo 

newsletter-ps@greatoutdoors.org 

760.202.3567  

 

Web Site Administrator 

Ed Emond 

760.902.1850 

webmaster-ps@greatoutdoors.org 

 

Group Email Lists 

 
 http://groups.yahoo.com/group/gops 

  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/gops4x4 

  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/gopsbm 

 

 

When itôs time join or renew, do it ONLINE!   

Join:   http://www.greatoutdoors.org/ps/join.shtml  

Renew:  http://www.greatoutdoors.org/ps/renew.shtml 

Proposed Schedule of Events 

The yearly schedule of activities is subject to change, so please 
check the newsletter or web site for the most up-to-date information 
about the chapterôs activities. In addition there is always room to 
add new activities, so if you are interested in leading a hike, a camp-
ing trip, 4x4 or another outing, please contact: Any member of the 

Core Group. 

Newsletter Articles and Ads 

Articles for this newsletter should be submitted as Microsoft Word 

attachments via e-mail by the 25th of the month to: Steve Schullo, 

Newsletter-ps@greatoutdoors.org. If you wish to insert an ad in ad-

vertising space in ñThe Oasisò please submit your inquiries to 

Steve. Ads should be submitted in jpg format. Itôs free for now.  

Non-Membersô Free Introductory Newsletter 

Free Newsletter for Three 

Months!  

Click here for a Video  

Presentation of our Club! 
Want to know more about us before joining? We will add 

you to our newsletter mailing list free for 3 months! Send 

your email address to: webmaster-ps@greatoutdoors.org.  

http://www.GreatOutdoors.org/PS
http://www.GreatOutdoorsPalmSprings.com
mailto:vpo-ps@greatoutdoors.org
mailto:gamenightcoordinator-ps@greatoutdoors.org
mailto:secretary-ps@greatoutdoors.org
mailto:outreach-ps@greatoutdoors.org
mailto:membership-ps@GreatOutdoors.org
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/gops4x4
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/gopsbm
http://www.greatoutdoors.org/ps/join.shtml
http://www.greatoutdoors.org/ps/renew.shtml
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IkcnNd1Gi6U
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IkcnNd1Gi6U
mailto:webmaster-ps@greatoutdoors.org

