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Pot Luck and Game Night ® ﬂﬁ s
Host: Andy and Tim
< Date: Friday, March 15th l .E
< Time: 6:00 PM-9:00 PM
» Place: 64549 Spyglass Ave Desert Hot Springs
< Directions: Heading North on Indian Canyon Dr. ten miles r
< north of Palm Springs. Turn right onto Mission Lakes Blvd. At

» about .3 miles, take the 1st right onto Spyglass Ave. for about ..

miles. Destination will be on the right.

< 6:00 PM to 6:15 PMi SOCIAL PERIOD
6:15 PM to 7:00 PMi POTLUCK

py 7:00 PM to 9:00 PMi GAME TIME

| WHAT TO BRING: Our chapter is always looking for Game

< 1) Potluck Item to share and your beverage. Night Hosts. Please call George @
2) Table Games you wish to play (The Great 1.760.866 9'159 or Email @ one-

S outdoors has games). guy45@gmail.com

Garretto

Joshua Tree National Park
Led by Scott Connelly

hen: Tuesday, March 26, 9 &M pm

here: Hunter Nightclubs, 302 E.

Arenas Rd, Palm Springs.

(If you want to meet at the location, Wa e mms

% at the Park Service Visitor Center parl?’
lot, 6554 Park Blvd, Joshua Tree, CA at 9 45 AM
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< erate oﬁtrall rock scrambllng

Features and attractions Wonderland of rocks, the astrodome, pictographs
petroglyphs, bedrock mortars, and artifacts from early pioneer inhabitants
Bring lunch. Adequate water and hiking boots are required.

Contact: Scott C. at Scott@greatoutdoorspalmsprings.com
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Cottonwood Campout

Joshua Tree National Park
May 3 to May 5, 2013 (3 days / 2 nights)

Field Trip and Hike: Boyd
Deep Canyon Desert Re-
search Center.

Wednesday, April 3, 2013

This is a camping event in Joshua Tree National SpeCiaI notice:Scott Connelly plans
Park (JTNP). Friday thru Sunday May 3™-5". JTNP to send out a notice to the Yahoo group
is nearly 800,000 acres where two desert (the sometime in March and the first 20 peo-

Colorado and the Mojave) ecosystems come to- 18 e e e e @ e |
gether within the park. There are lots of things to pie P :
get to go on the trip.

do and see in the park!
Members ONLY.

Palm Springs Indian Canyons & Palm Canyon/East Fork/Vandeventer Trails

Date: Saturday, March 2, 2013, 9:30 AM, 7 miles, elevation gain 860 feet, well maintained trail.
Note: This hike is a LA Chapter event. You can use this opportunity to meet new GO members.
Difficulty: Moderate with some rock scrambling.

Description: Palm Canyon Trail takes the hiker along a canyon, following a stream that wanders thro
groves of California fan palms. The contrasting greens of magnificent fan palms and more than 150 s
plants within the area invite the hiker to this lush oasis. Palm Canyon is a stark contrast to the usual ¢
hiking trail due to the abundant vegetation that grows along the stream. One almost feels like they arg
"Jungle” environment, instead of desert. After 1 mile of lush landscape, we will continue on the East R
Trail/East Fork Loop. This trail meanders through narrow wash of the East Fork of Palm Canyon Cre
towering walls on all sides. There are views of the majestic mountains surrounding Indian Canyons.
patches of Teddybear Cholla and agave can be seen along the trail. We will continue to the Vendeve
and back to Palm Canyon Trail, ending at the Trading Post.

Directions/Trailhead: Address: 38500 S Palm Canyon Drive, (760)-Z084. Go south on S Palm Canyq
Drive, past E Ramon Rd about 3.6 miles, turn right on S Palm Canyon Drive. Stop at the entrance bg
pay $9.00 day fee and proceed to the parking lot near the Trading Post at the end of Wéerdtigather
near the Trading Past

What to Bring: Good hiking boots/shoes. A hiking/trekking pole may be useful for the occasional stef
cent/descent on the trail, but not necessary. Pack a lunch, snacks and bring plenty of water. Bring a
and sunscreenCarpooling: Contact other members to carpool; share the conversation and travel ex-
pensesFor more information about this hike, contact Robert Roxbur§aaty@aol.conor 8052799450 or
Menard Jaramillo ahenard3@yahoo.coor 3238044700

Option for Overnight Stay See Tri p Notes AComfort Campingo

March 39 See Trip Note$ Bogart Trail
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Hike 4 Hope

(Start Time: 6:45 for the first group)
Sunday, March 3, 2013

Great Outdoors Palms Springs will be participating as a team for the Hike 4 Hope
event to support women's cancer research in the beautiful Indian Canyons of Palm
Springs.
Hike 4 Hope is not just a hike i itis a movement to come together to end
all womenés cancers once and for all
to fundraise for this great cause, we can make the dream of one day living in a can-
cer-free world a reality. Not just a reality for all women, but for the spouses, broth-
ers, sons and friends that are all affected by cancer.

oge

Choose from easy, moderate or strenuous hiking levels. Don't care to hike? You
can participate in our "non-hike". Hike with us to support this important research! To
join the team watch for an email announcement or visit www.hike4hope.com and search for the Great Out-
doors Palm Springs team. You may also participate as a virtual hiker if you cannot attend.

Contact Scott Connelly, the team leader for additional information at Scott@greatoutdoorspalmsprings.com

Great Outdoors Palm Springs Team Page:
http://nationalevents.cityofhope.org/site/TR/Hike4Hope/General?team 1d=36370&pg=teamé&fr id=1760

Thank you Scott!

Mystery Slot Canyon & Little Painted Canyona Mecca Hills

Led by Sherwood Covill on Saturday, March 23rd
Several years ago, | discovered an exciting slot canyon off the Painted Canyon Rd. with little or no
fic. At the time one could hike back into the Mecca Hills for quite some distance until coming to a
which | decided was too difficult to navigat®ecently | checked this canyon out again and was surpri

transition difficulty at the top.These ladders have greatly increased the hiking experiditgs.is a beautif
slot canyon bother in structure and color and one | would like to share on thistiilkethe name Myste
Canyon?First, who put the recent ladders there and secondly what is beyond the fourth ladder?

knows. This canyon offers complex colorful rock and geological formations. The combined hikes shou
diverse desert canyon hiking experience.

Meet at Hunters at 9:00 AM and carpool to the
Painted Canyon Signon Box Canyon Road (det
directions will be made available to the SIGN Ic
tion at that time)Please wait at the SIGN until
have arrived before we proceed up the Painted
yon road.

This is a moderate hike at a total distance of abes
miles with little altitude gain. Those with fear
height and ladders can wait at the first ladder or r
to canyon entrance to wait. Bring snacks and lu
so desired. Appropriate hiking shoes and hydra-
tion is required. Hike likely to be over by 2:00 PM

Contact for Sherwood: ¢

foot tre
dry fal
sed to

find that someone had added at least four laddé@fs.did not make it beyond the fourth ladder because of a

i
ry

This hike will be paired with one up the LITTLE Painted Canyamo, not the Painted Canyon everyone

Id offer
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Please Welcome five New GOPS Members__ -

Veronica Zerrar - Spring Valley, CA
Michelle Dungan - Spring Valley, CA
Mitchell Mills - Palm Springs, CA
Max Cordoba - Rancho Mirage, CA
Michael Crawford - Temecula, CA

Anza Borrego Desert State Park Stagecoach Trails outing report

It was a cold and stormy night in the Anza Borrego desert and then it was a clear and sunny morning. Survivors of
the storm headed out Saturday on the Canyon Sin Nombre trail and through the slot canyons of the Anza Borrego
Desert State Park. We stopped to explore one of the mud caves along Arroyo Tapiado (translation: "'mud  -wall
wash"). The caves were created by water flowing through a thick deposit of silt. There are at least 22 caves, some
up to 1,000 feet in length and 80 feet in height. The next stop was at the Aqua Caliente County Park for a hot mineral
water treatment. Back at camp, we enjoyed a great potluck by a large campfire under the star bright desert sky.

On Sunday we hiked a little used canyon trail toward Granite Mountain.




Great Outdoors Palm Springs Chapter P‘;‘,’;"n Qprings
DEATH VALLEY NATIONAL PARK Q
Camping & 4 x 4 Adventures = V\—\%D
March 7-11, 2013

Is there anything more that can be described about Death Valley as one of the
most spectacul ar places on earth f

Death Valley offers a vast variety of fascinating and remote areas for us to explore. We will go
few people go. This time of year is prime time for desert wildflowers. A superlative desggaming sand
dunes, snovcapped mountains, multicolored rock layavaterfluted canyons and million acres of wilder-
ness.

We will be camping (tents and RVs) at the

for an offroad (4x4) to some of the less visited area in the Park. Passengers witlioatloféhicles are usu

ally accommodated when space is available.
Hate sleeping in a tent? There is a nearby motel and fancy hotel. Hate cooking? Several resta

where

Fur

irants

within walking distance from our campground. Photos from our past adventures in DVNP can be found here:

http://www.flickr.com/photos/gopspics/collections/72157600056444908/
*Contact Information:

Cliff email: cliffiboy@aol.com or Scott emagcott@greatoutdoorspalmsprings.com
More Information:http://www.greatoutdoors.org/ps/2013events/20834-DeathValley.pdf

McCallum Pond Report
By David Stewart

It was a beautiful day for two distinct,
oasis-themed hikes within the Coa-
chella Valley Preserve. It was my first
hike as a leader. Eleven in the group
and it was a pleasure to be with a
congenial bunch of guys. The first,
short hike took place at Willis Palms
trailnead. NOTE: This isolated trail-
head has unfortunately been known \
for auto break -ins. Don Adams was kind to stay with the cars as we hiked. After
getting up close to the previously, partially burned palm trees, we headed back to
the parking lot. Then we drove to the main parking lot/visitor's center and began
the hike loop of McCallum Pond. This is a popular hike as evidence of other
groups along the way. We took adequate breaks and had lunch around the serene
pond. After completing the loop, most went in the interesting Visitor's Center/
Museum before carpooling to Hunter's. It was a indeed a great day for a oasis -
themed hike. A good time had by all.
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Ladder & Big Painted Canyon Loop

Led by Don Whittaker

Sunday, March 17
We wi | | meet at Hunterds Nightcl u

Location: In the foothills, 7 miles north of the Salton Sea and just east of
Mecca, CA. Hike Description: 4 Hour Moderate Hike, moderate elevation
gain + steep ladders (multiple). Rock scrambling a must, and super steady on
your feet at top of ladders critical. Steep sand & rock scrambling in a few
places as well.

Painted Canyon is an excellent hiking destination, one that can be explored
by way of a loop through Ladder Canyon, named for the many ladders that aid
hikers who journey through the canyon. After parking at the end of the dirt
road that leads to the canyon, walk up the canyon that takes off to the right of
the parking area. After about 1/4 of a mile, a signpost to the right of the can-
yon points across the way to the left. Looking to the left at the signpost, it's
difficult to believe there is a trail there, as it has been hidden by countless
rockslides.

Enter to the right of the rockslide and you will quickly find yourself in a mag-
nificent slot canyon. It will take navigating several ladders to reach the top of
the canyon. The wooden ladders are maintained by volunteers, and can be a
little treacherous, especially if they have broken rungs. (Newer, metal lad-
ders have been added in some areas for increased stability.) If the ladders are
in good condition, you will reach the top of the slot canyon after about 1/4 of a
mile. At the top, the trail continues up the side of the hills to the adjoining

trail that skirts the top edge of Painted Canyon.

After exiting the slot canyon, take the trail to the right up the slope to the edge
of Painted Canyon. Once at the top, take the trail to the left and follow it
across the mesa until it slopes down into Big Painted Canyon to the right.
There are beautiful views of the Salton Sea to the right as you follow the trail
along the edge of the canyon.When you reach the canyon, go to the right and
stay right at any junction. After about a mile, you will reach several more lad-
ders, which lead to the canyon below. After this series of ladders, it is about
3/4 of a mile back to the parking area where the hike began. Contact Don for
any questions at: outreachps@greatoutdoors.org
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Stone Fish Traps Walkabout
and Historic Areas of the

Coachella Valley

Led by Scott Connelly
Wednesday, March 20, 2013 at 8:30 AM

Meet at PetsMart parking lot at Ramon/Crossley.
Park away from the retail store in the less used area toward WalMart
We will carpool to the sites. Rated Easy

Last stop will be at theOasis Date Garden for lunchat the picnic area. Yol
can bring your own lunch or purchase it at the Date Garden sandwich shop.

Stone Fish Traps Archeological SiteAlong what was the falling shoreline of
ancient Lake Cahuilla is a series of fish traps made of rocks that were built b
ancestors of the Cahuilla 406600 hundred years agoWhen the Colorado
River changed its course, the huge freshwater lake began to dry up. We wil
look for ancient pottery chards, petroglyphs, travertine tufa deposits and
fresh water shells.

Valerie Jean Datess a historic date orchard and onetime popular U.S. Route
99 tourist stop.

The Torres-Martinez Historical District : The site consists of three buildings
believed to be the oldest standing Indian Agency buildings in the State of Ce
fornia. The old Bureau of Indian Affairs schoolhouse was built in 1907.

Oasis Date Garden: An active date garden since 1912.
AnAt our ranch, you'l/ be able to t

cake, cookies, bread and pies baked fresh daily in our kitchen. Above all, you

must try our famous date shake. 0Wa
and visit the antique farm implement display.

Question? Contact: Scott atscottdesert@qgreatoutdoors.com

-
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