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The General Meeting is at Desert Pride Center, Palm Springs 760 - 327 -2313.  The meeting day, is the third Wednesday of the month,  January 16 

from 7:45 to 9:00 pm.  The Core Group meets from 6:30 -7:30 PM. (business meeting)  The Centerôs address is 611 S. Palm Canyon Drive, Unit 

A.,  Palms Springs,  CA .     
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The monthly meeting day and week  

have changed.   

It is now the third (3rd) Wednesday of the 

month.  Same time, same place.  

Next meeting will be Wednesday, January 16.  

No  speaker is scheduled in January.  

Ski Big Bear 
Gene Levy plans weekly  

midweek day trips to ski at Big 

Bear.  If interested please leave a 

message at:  760.409.9471  

Share driving and expenses.  

Holiday  

Party  

2007  

 



 

Hey youé.. 

Wanna Take A 

Hike?  

Most  hikes meet  in front of HUNTERôS  on Arenas Road, 

Palm Springs,  unless otherwise specified.   Bring plenty of 

water and a snack or lunch .        

Non - Members:  

We will add you to our newsletter mailing list free of 

charge for 3 months.  Please note, however, that a two dol-

lar fee will be charged on day hikes, 4x4 outings and 

moonlight hikes.  

 Looking for a date? 

Brown Date Garden and   
Lake Cahuilla County Park  

Saturday, January 19 @ 9:00 am  

 Whitewater Preserve,  Saturday, January 26 @ 9:OO am  

South Lykken Trail,  

Sunday,  January 6, @ 11:00 am  

We will try something 
different this month 
with a daytime hike of 
a trail we usually hike 
in the moonlight and 
we will start later than 

usual for a daytime hike.  The trail is the south 
end of the South Lykken Trail, and we will hike 
as far as the picnic tables, where we will have 
lunch.  If you have hiked this portion of the trail 
before as a 
moonlight 
hike, you 
know there 
is a great 
view of the 
city lights.  
The views 
are differ-
ent, but 
equally 
good in 
daylight.  

 

Length: 2 miles  

Hiking time : 1.5 hours  

Elevation gain : 630 feet  

Difficulty: Moderate  

Return at: 2:00 pm  

Hike leader: Bruce Maughan @ 

760.327.1789  

Note: we will meet in front of 

Hunterôs as usual, but at 11:00am  

This will be an introduction to the newly -opened Whitewater Preserve, including a 
hike on the Pacific Crest Trail.   Preserve Director Frazier Haney will give a "walk 
and talk" presentation on the preserve's new camping and picnic areas, its visitor 
center as well as educational and habitat programs.   The preserve, in Whitewater 
Canyon 10 miles west of Palm Springs, is a new Wildlands Conservancy property.   
Our group will then walk an easy five -mile length of the adjacent Pacific Crest 
Trail.   The day will end with lunch on the preserve's picnic grounds.   Admission to 
the preserve will be free.   We will park next to picnic tables, so you can 

use coolers.   See the preserve at: www.wildlandsconservancy.org . 
Length: 5 miles  

Hiking time:  2 hours  

Elevation gain:  250 feet  

Difficulty:  Easy  

Return at:  3:00 pm  

Hike leader:  Patrick Hinrichsen @  

760.660.0719  

This will be a day outing to a Thermal 
date and citrus ranch followed by a hike 
and lunch at nearby Lake Cahuilla County 
Park.   We will visit with a third -

generation owner of Brown Date Garden where we can sam-
ple and buy local dates 
and citrus.   Then we will 
drive to the park for an 
easy hike on Morrow 
Trail before we have 
lunch at 
shaded  lakeside picnic 
tables.   Park admission 
is $2.   We will park next 
to the picnic area, so 
you can use coolers.   
See the farm at: 
www.browndategarden.com  

Length: 5 miles  

Hiking time:  2 hours  

Elevation gain:  300 feet  

Difficulty:  Easy 

Return at:  4:00 pm  

Hike leader:  Patrick Hinrichsen @ 

760.660.0719  



Miniature Golf  

Monday, January 28 @ 

3:00 pm 

Location: Boomers, 67-700 East 

Palm Canyon, Cathedral City 

Keith Norris @ 760.202.4936 

Welcome New Members 

 

Max Cordoba  

Jim Elkouri  

Jeffery Espinoza  

Brian Jensen  

Iqbal Pittalwala  

Ron Powell  

Brandon Quinlan  

Game Night  

 

Friday,  

January 11 @ 6:00 pm  

 

Bill McPike 

680 Compadre Road 

Palm Springs  

760.778.7851 

Bring a dish to pass, a bever-

age and any games you with 

to  play. 

 

Directions:   

Ramon to Compadre, south 

to  680 Compadre. 

Moon Light 

Hike  

Sunday, January 20  

@ 4:30 pm  

 Taking advantage of the early 

sunset, we will meet earlier 

than normal.   Eat early or pack 

a dinner.   We'll hike in the lad-

der canyon of Painted Canyon, 

although we won't be climbing 

any ladders in the dark. The 

date is a couple of days before 

the full moon, so that the moon 

will be higher in the sky to light 

the canyon better. If you've 

hiked in Painted Canyon be-

fore, you may be surprised to 

see that at night the walls of 

the canyon seem to be twice as 

high. We'll carpool to Painted 

Canyon near Mecca, a 20 or 30 

minute drive. The approach to 

the canyon is a few miles of 

washboard (not too bad) dirt 

road. If you want to meet us at 

Painted Canyon rather than 

Hunter's, you can wait for us at 

the intersection of Painted Can-

yon Road and Box Canyon 

Road, or just drive in to the 

parking area at Painted Can-

yon.   

Meet at Hunterôs on Arenas 

@ 4:30 pm  

Carpooling may be available.  

Difficulty: Easy  

Bring water, snack and a flash-

light.  

Peter Worline at:  

760.668.2400  

Thank you Ron for the trip 

notes.  

Anna Garcia, one our 

newer members, at 

the All Chapters  

Conference held in    

Palm Springs.  
Scott Connelly on a 

recent 4x4, showing 

us a Tarantula he 

picked up on the trail.  

http://www.flickr.com/photos/gopspics/463085312/in/set-72157600086928780/


Thanksgiving  

at  

Anza-Borrego Desert State Park  
 

T hanksgiving at Anza -Borrego Desert State 
Park was truly an experience that expresses 

why we should be thankful being a part of the 
Great Outdoors.  We all survived the heavy holiday 
traffic and arrived to find our group campsite to be 
in an isolated section with plenty of room and a 

feeling of open space. Our views of Borrego Palm 
Canyon were awe - inspiring. Later a hike into the canyon would reveal some of 
the desertôs best hidden treasures; more on this later. 

Friday was a day of hikes and enjoying the camp area. Friday night we gath-
ered for an enjoyable pot luck and warm camp fire. We discussed the hike to 
the Elephant Tree as two separate groups of us had discovered a man cutting 
and collecting branches from the rare tree. We had reported this crime to the 
rangers and were pleased to get a call back from Ranger Bob that they had 
apprehended the culprit. Some of us had taken photos and had a photo of the 
culprit sitting on a large duffle bag full of cut branches. Saturday we continued 
exploring and enjoying the trails the desert had to offer. Mike was back in 
camp early, preparing another one of his esteemed holiday dinner feasts.  

 As the full moon rose from the east, we 
stoked the camp fire, chatted with friends, old and new, awaited the signal for 
the banquet to begin and all of us ate like it was the last supper. Thanks to 
Mike for the fabulous dinner and for organizing this outing. Sunday morning, 
early risers saw the full moon set to the west and felt the pre dawn chill, 
which was a good reason to sleep in a little 
longer. Byron and Ritch had a successful 
geocaching adventure hike up Palm Canyon 
as we packed up our gear. Now, more on 
those desert treasures.  

Gardner, Ed, Peter, and Scott hiked up Palm 
Canyon and were rewarded with visits from 

two groups of Big Horn Sheep.  We watched a group of five sheep travel from the 
top of a ridge down to the flowing stream for a drink of cold water.  They were 
keenly aware of our presence but seemed unconcerned for the most part.  We later 
saw 3 more sheep across the canyon further down the trail. Be sure to check out 
our photos posted on the website: www.greatoutdoors.org/ps .  

Anza -Borrego is one of the last refuges of the Peninsular Bighorn Sheep. Only 280 of this subspecies remain in the 
United States and 200 find refuge in the park.  

(http://www.desertusa.com/magjan98/abbighorn/jan_bighorn1.html ) 

Happy trails and camping to all.  Scott  

    Great Outdoors  

  Palm Springs  

   4X4 and Camping  

Information? Yahoo Email Group at:  

http://groups.yahoo.com/Groups/GOPS4X4  

For your safety, as well as the safety of others, here is a 

short  list of the equipment you should have on your 4x4.  

· Seat belts for all passengers 

· CB radio  (we use channel 20 when possible) 

· Full size spare &  suitable jack  

· Fire extinguisher 

· Tow strap (no metal hook) 

· Tow attachment FRONT and REAR. Very important!  

· Reliable 4 WD vehicle with 2 speed transfer case  

· Anti-sway bar, disconnected (Trails rated 2 and above on  the        

4+ scale rating system and where applicable on the 10 scale.  

February 4x4  

Notification by  

E-mail  

Yahoo Groups  

GOPS4x4  

http://www.greatoutdoors.org/ps
http://www.desertusa.com/magjan98/abbighorn/jan_bighorn1.html

